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32 European regions aim HyER in accelerating  
the deployment of zero emission vehicles 

Brussels October 28, 2011. Today 32 European Regions and Municipalities decided to 
work jointly to accelerate the deployment of electric battery and electric fuel cell 
vehicles and their required infrastructure in local transport systems. 
 
In the presence of the European Commission (EC), the Annual General Assembly of 
the European Regions and Municipalities Partnership for Hydrogen and Fuel Cells, 
HyRaMP, approved a new name, “HyER”, Hydrogen Fuel Cells and Electromobility for 
European Regions. A new Activity Plan and Statutes were also approved to 
demonstrate the Partnership’s commitment to the deployment of electricity and 
hydrogen as clean energy carriers in local energy and transport infrastructure 
development. HyER’s Assembly welcomed two new members, the City of Rotterdam 
and the Region of Poitou Charentes.  
 
According to Andreas Ziolek, Chairman of HyER’s Board and Director of the Network 
for Fuel Cells and Hydrogen of North Rhine-Westphalia and project coordinator of the 
Model Region electro-mobility Rhine-Ruhr, the role of regional and local authorities in 
strategic energy, transport and infrastructure planning, legislation and funding program 
definition, including procurement, will only increase, as the need for an economically 
and environmentally sustainable roll-out of vehicles and hydrogen refuelling and 
recharging infrastructure becomes more evident.  
 
 “The experiences of our Partnership in faciltiating and disseminating the results of 
large-scale vehicles demonstration projects, including building the necessary 
infrastructure, have demonstrated the need for a more intensive European-wide survey 
of relevant data and monitoring to inform effective policy making. We have invited key 
players in electromobility and infrastructure deployment to share their views and 
recommendations, enabling us to set up a European Electromobility Observatory that 
will help local, national and EU policy makers to develop the right policy and financial 
framework to accelerate deployment.”    

At HyER’s October 28, 2011 seminar “Towards fact-based policy support for 
electromobility: the European Electromobility Observatory,” EU’s DG Move Director of 
Innovative and Sustainable Mobility Fotis Karamitsos congratulated HyER on its 
achievements so far and confirmed EC support for the HyER European Electromobility 
Observatory plans. He also stated that he looks forward to a strong collaboration with 
HyER in which the regions provide valuable input on local developments to support the 
EU in developing effective financial and regulatory measures. 

Mr. Karamitsos encouraged regions to look at new grid-connected, zero emission 
transport solutions for city logistics and long distance transport, including maritime. He 
expressed his hope that many regions and municipalities will join the HyER initiative 
and support the EU‘s objectives to halve the use of conventional fuelled vehicles in 
2030 and to reduce overall transport emission by 60% in 2050. 

For more information on joining the HyER Partnership and its activities please contact 
the HyER secretariat at secretariat@hyer.eu.  


